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LORD JOHN RUSSELL’S MOTION FOR ALTERING 
THE OATH. 


Tue early notice of motion given by the Premier for altering the 
oath hitherto taken by Members of Parliament, has given great 
satisfaction to the advocates of liberty of conscience. No doubt 
most of the arguments, pro and contra, which have been adduced 
previously, will again be brought forward in the debate on the 
bill, and we expect little of novelty. In a pamphlet published 
last year, by our talented co-religionist, Mr. H. Faadel, after 
quoting Sir James Mackintosh’s remark—that “ the difficulty of 
speaking in favour of the Jews arose from the circumstance of 
their being no argument advanced against them, and nothing that 
I nave heard since that time has tended to remove the difficulty”’ 
—the author adds: “a subject that has been so often and so fully 


debated cannot allow of much that has escaped notice; and the’ 


only new light that could be thrown on it could but arise from an 
alteration in the position of the Jews between the earlier discus- 
sion and the present.” 

Now, the alteration which has taken place in the position of 
the Jews is certainly worthy of notice, as, since the last session of 
Parliament, the Jews of the Continent have every where been 
emancipated. At Rome, the seat of the high church, the Jews 
now enjoy equal rights with their Christian brethren. Even at 
Hamburg, the hotbed of prejudice, we read in the last number of 
the Borsenhalle, that the Jews were within the last week admitted 
to the full right of citizenship, and every other civil privelege, 
including that of a seat on the senatorial bench. We have already 
shewn, that in every constitutional assembly were Jews were 
‘admitted as legislators, as in France, Prussia, Frankfort, 
Venice, Vienna, &c., they have given the greatest satisfaction. 
And are these not Christian states? Is Protestant Prussia less 
Christian than England? and why should the Jews of England 
be more suspected of unchristianising Parliament than the Jews of 
Prussia? Why is M. Goudchaux allowed to fill the office of 
vice-president inthe National Assembly of France, and the Baron 
Lionel de Rothschild prevented from taking the seat to which he 
has been chosen by a majority of the suffrages of his constituency ? 
the answer is, Because the oath is the barrier against his admission. 
Well, Lord John Russell proposes that the obnoxious phrase shall 
be omitted, and the obstacle will be removed. ‘The City consti- 
tuency loudly demands the removal, the voice of the country 
loudly cries for the removal, and the majority of the house for 
which he has been elected will also demand the removal. The 


opposition, we augur, will be smaller than in the last session, if _ 


the great events that have intervened between the two sessions 
have made any impression on their minds. We, therefore, look 
forward to the result with brighter prospects than before ; and to 
those in whose minds yet lurk prejudices and biasses against the 


Jewish character, we recommend the perusal of some judicious | 
remarks by a Christian contemporary (The Manchester Guardian), 


which we here transcribe. | 


We perceive, with great pleasure, that Lord John Russell has given notice 
that he will renew Aponte for altering the oath administered to Members 
_ Of Parliament, so as to allow Jews to take their seats In the legislature. We 


hope and expect that this tardy measure of justice will no longer be withheld. - 


| We do not demand the admission of our Jewish fellow-citizens to an equa- 


lity of civil privileges, simply as being a cession of their rights to a most 
respectable class of the community; for they already exert an influence on 
society far more than proportionate to their numbers; nor do we ask it 
merely for the sake of gaining their hearty sympathy and co-operation in 
the national councils, though no one who rightly estimates Jewish abilities 
and perseverance, will consider the loss of that assistance as unimportant. 
lt is for the sake of our own reputation, as an enlightened, reasoning com- 
munity,—for the sake of justice, liberality, and common sehse, that we 
_ temperately but firmly press ths matter to the only conclusion which it now 
_ admits. We have had more than enough of allowing the dictates of howesty. 
humanity, and prudence to be over-ridden by antiquated prejudices, born 
in ages of barbaric violence, and fostered by the worst frauds and the lowest 
cunping of religious bigotry. The error of last session muat be retries ed. 
for, whilst the silent permission of such a biot on the statute book, long 
after its day had passed, was a negative and venial fault, its obstinate re. 


tention there, in spite of argument, and after the first constituency in the . 


world have declared against it, isa national disgrace, and demands a epeceds 
atonement. We confidently trust that atonement will now be made; and 
that, when the bill comes up to the louse of Lords, recommended a second 
time by the leaders of both parties, and by a'l the talent and statesmaniike 
reputation of the lower House, their Lordships will be of opinion that the 
_ drag has been applied long enough, and will graciously concede what neither 
_ they, nor any other body of men can long withhold. | | 
, The objections to the proposed alteration in the oath to be taken by 
members of the House of Commons are divisible into two classes: first, 
those which represent the proposed form itself, as not sufficientiy binding 
on the conscience ; and secondly, those which rest on the heniusness of 
admitting Jews—as Jews—into the legislature. The first class may be 
very briefly disposed of. Lord John Russell will propose to strike out from 
the oath, the words “‘on the faith of a Christian,” and to substitute for 
them the adjuration, with which the oath administered in a court of justice 
always concludes. We enter into no inquiry here as to the Vaioe of oaths, 
OF as tothe peculiser laxity with which political engagements, however soemn, 
| may be slipped off and on, though in many instances, men Who manoged to 
_ reconcile an esoteric doctrine of philosophical infidelity, with religious pro- 
fession to the world, have taken this very oath, “ on the faith of a Chris- 
tian” with a smile of mockery on their lips. But we must contend, at 
least, that a form of adjuration which 1s held sufficiently stringent tor a 
court of law, and on the efficacy of which our property, liberty, and lives 
depend every day, might be found quite binding enough for the members 


- rigidly criticised, as those of the members of the House of Commons. In 
fact, it is clear that whichever form of words is used, the effect is the same; 


by each, the party taking the oath pledges himself to perform his duty, as 


| he values his highest religious interests ; and, if that consideration seems 


to him to enhance his responsibility at all, the exact expression employed 
is of no importance. 


| We come, then, to those opponents of the alteration, who avowedly object 


_ to giving perfect emancipation to that sect for whose benefit it is proposed. 

There is a class of arguments sometimes adduced on this subject, of which 
the folly and impiety are so glaring, that even the sincerity with which they 
are often defended, can obtain for them no other indulgence than to be passed 
over with silent pity. We have no wish to discuss the prophesies with Mr, 
Plumptre, or any of his enlightened supporters. Only one consideration 
and that founded on a mistaken notion—has ever been suggested, which 
could afford a shadow of reason for excluding members of the Jewish per- 
suasion from a full participation in the highest councils of the country. ft 
is said that they form a distinct nation, regarding themselves only as 
sojourners in the land of their adoption, and holding its interests as subordl- 
nate to those of some future community, in which the supremacy of the 
favoured nation is to be restored. What the speculative opinions of Jews on 
this subject may be, we néed not inquire; for to apprehend sty practical 


danger from them is an absurdity, showing not only ignorance of that 


people themselves, but of the actuating principles of buman nature, lntel- 
ligent men must have at heart the interests of the country ja which they 


have a large stake, and with whose prosperity their own we fare is bound 


of an assembly, whose individual power is so limited, and whose acts are so_ 


up. To it they look as the place of education for their chiliren, ahd the — 
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abode of their own old age. We have no inclination to sneer at patriotism ; We are not only prohibited from oppressing, but also from 


but we know that to an educated and prudent mind, patriotism is merely the 
highest development of self-interest ; and that a round sum in the funds is 
about the best bail a citizen can put in for good behaviour to his country. 
We shall hardly question the fitness of our Jewish countrymen for parliament 
on this score, or doubt that Baron Rothschild is more interested in the 
solvency and the prosperity of England, than the unfortunate Cuffey, who, 
no doubt, would have taken the oath with perfect cheerfulness. We will not 
speak of the private worth and benevolence of the Jews, for we should be 
ashamed to combat the idea, that the adherents of this creed differ from 
those of any other in this respect. The private worth and the active bene- 
volence of the members of the Jewish persuasion are, for a reason to which 
we need not specially allude, perhaps better known in Manchester than in 
any other part of the United Kingdom ; but enough is known elsewhere. 
We have it on high authority that the children of the Jewish poor are more 
liberally and efficiently educated than those of any other sect of England ; 
their benevolent institutions are held up to us as models; and, of their more 
unobtrusive charities, we might speak more fully, if their extent and useful- 
ness were not already a matter of usual remark to all parties but themselves. 

We should be very sorry to see the good feeling which has long existed 
between the legislature and the metropolis disturbed by a recurrence to any 
of those violent quarrels which, at former periods of our history, have 
agitated them on kindred subjects of dispute to this. We sincerely hope that 
it may not be so; but if it is to be avoided, there is no doubt which party 
must eventually yield. The electors of London have displayed great mode- 
ration and calmness, without yielding one jot of their principle. They have 
allowed themselves to remain with only three working representatives, 
during a whole session, which they have employed in pressing the subject 
with temperate firmness. Baron Rothschild and his friends, instead of 
adopting a more violent course, in which many thought: they would have 
been justified, have pursued the same plan with a consistency that must lead 
to success. They have been content to bide their time with the forbearance 


and dignity of men strong in the conviction that they are contending only 
for truth and justice. : 


REFLECTIONS SUGGESTED BY THE LESSON OF 
SABBATH NEXT 
Exopus, CHAP. xxt,, TO CHAP. XXv. 
ban yd pty pose ws 
With my soul I have desired thee in the night; 
Yea with my spirit within me will I seek thee early: 
For when thy judgments descended on earth, 
The inhabitants of the world learned righteousness. 
Isaiah, xxvi, 9. 
Our previous lesson concluded with the revelation on Mount 
Sinai, and the issue of the Decalogue which: forms the basis of 
all the further laws, judgments, and enactments of the Mosaic 
dispensation. Our lesson of to-morrow coutaines a larger num- 
ber of affirmatory and prohibitory laws than any of the 52 portions 
into which the Pentateuch is divided; some of which are only 
applicable to the age in which they were given; such for instance 
as refer to servants, who were the property of their masters; but 
most of which are not only applicable tothe present age, but have 
formed the basis of innumerable codes of law for many ages, and 
the sound principles of morality and justice on which they are 
founded are, and ever will be, the admiration of mankind. We 
hardly know which to admire the mest, whether the depth of 
jurisprudence or the refined sentiments which they betray ; 
whether the calculating profundity of the legislator or the sub- 


limity of moral virtue which they breathe; on attentively perusing. 


them we must exclaim, with the prophet in our text “when thy 
judgments descended on earth, the inhabitants of the world 
learned judgment.” 

If we soberly consider some of these “judgments” which we 
shall directly specify, and notice the refinement of sentiment as 
well as the nicety of distinction which pervade them; we can 
hardly imagine them the production of a human mind in those ages 
of tarbarity and darkness, and must arrive at the conclusion that 
they flowed from the fountain of light and goodness, and from 
that unexhaustible source of wisdom which never changes and 
never diminishes. 

In verse 21 we read— 


Thou shalt neither vex a stranger nor o 


| ress him: for ye w 
in the land of Egypt. PP | ye were strangers 


 yexing” the stranger. How important is this injunction ! how 
mortifying is the term “ foreigner’ to the stranger, when jt jg 
used in that prejudiced spirit in which, alas, we hear it daily pros 
nounced. The reason of its prohibition, “ ye were strangers jp 
the land of Egypt,” applies equally to us now, for we are all 
strangers in the countries where we reside, when we consider the 
shortness of the time we were permitted to reside there, and that 
our parents or grand-parents were also strangers. 

Verse 22. Ye shall not afflict any widow or fatherless child. If thou ag- 
flict them in any wise, and they cry at all unto me, I will surely hear their 
cry. 

How sublime a picture of the Protector of the widow and the 
defender of the orphan! How forcible the warning against jjl- 
treating these defenceless and unprotected subjects, that if they 
have to cry at our mal-treatment, God will hear their cry. How 
dreadful the just retribution pronounced against the malefactor, 
“ And your wives shall be widows and your children fatherless !” 
What husband can illtreat or injure the widow of his brother? 
What parent can molest the orphan of his neighbour, when he 
thinks of the wrath of God being kindled against him, and of the 
Divine retribution which follows the deed. 


Verse 25. If thou lend money to any of my people that is poor by thee, 


thou shalt not be to him as an oppressor; neither shalt thou lay upon 
him usury. 


Here again we trace the refinement of humanity in the pro- 
hibition of the creditor from oppressing the debtor, either by 
urgent demands or by an excessive amount of interest. 


Verse 26. If thou at all take thy neighbours raiment to pledge, thou 
shalt deliver it unto him by that the sun goeth down. 

It appears that this law relates to bed clothing, which we are 
enjoined toreturn to the owner, who pledged it, by sunset. 
The reason assigned for this law in the next verse, is as’ simple 
as it is just. | 


For that is his covering only, it is his raiment for his skin, wherever shall 
he sleep? And it shall.come to pass when he crieth unto me that I will 


hear ; for I am gracious. 

This appeal to human compassion is irresistible. The exhorta- 
tion conveys at once the evil consequences which must naturally 
follow the crime. What is the poor man to do when you deprive 
him of his bed-covering ? Whereon shall he sleep? ‘The answer 
is, ‘*He will ery to God, he will say (in the words of the 
792 938) O Lord of the Universe, I am a man, and he isa 
man: he lies on his:bed, and I, where shall I lie?” And God | 
says, “I shall hear, for I am gracious.” This hearing of the 
complaint by God, implies the punishment which follows the 
inhuman action. We are not told what the punishment will be, 
but the reflection of ‘I will hear,” pronounced by the Omnipo- 
tent, is pregnant with so awful a visitation of God’s anger, that it 
must suflice to remind the hard-hearted tyrant, that if he cun- 
ningly manages that his tyranny remains secret among men, there 
is one above who hears the cry, and he will surely avenge it. 


. beg 28. Thou shalt not revile the judges,* nor curse the ruler of thy 
people. 


Here we have a social law, which has been enforced among 


every people and nation: the respect due to the judge and ruler. 


Should he misconduct himself, and abuse the sacred trust reposed 
in him, we may use all legitimate means in our power and remon- 
strate with him respectfully; and if that be of no avail, we may 
remove him from his office; but by no means *‘revile” oF 
“curse” him. 

The next chapter also abounds in laws and injunctions breathing 
charity and generosity in the highest degree. ‘The first three 
verses enjoin impartiality and uprightness in the dispensation of 
Justice ; not to pervert judgment by favouring the rich and 1 


* We deviate here from the authorised version, which renders it, “ thou 
shalt not revile the Gops.”’ 
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fluential, nor to shew weakness by a too close leaning to the poor 
and humble, from feelings of compassion. Both are equally 
condemned. 


Verses 4 and D enjoin generosity to our enemies, and warn us 
against vindictiveness — 


If thou meet thine enemy’s ox or his ass going astray, thou shalt 
surely bring it back to him again. If thou see the ass of him that 


hateth thee lying under his burden, and wouldest forbear to help him, thou 
shalt surely keep with him. 


Verse 7. Keep thou far from a false matter; and the innocent and right- 
eous slay thou not: for 1 will not justify the wicked. 


Verse 8. And thou shalt take no gift, for the gift blindeth the wise, and 
perverteth the words of the righteous. 

Who dares, after reading such laws, say that the Jewish dis- 
pensation is anti-social 2? Must not even the most biassed and 
prejudiced admit, with Isaiah, ‘‘ When thy judgments descended 
on earth, the inhabitants of the world learned righteousness ?” 


JEWS’ FREE SCHOOLS. 


Tue anniversary dinner of this Institution took place at the 
London Tavern on Thursday evening, the 8th inst., Sir Anthony 
de Rothschild, President, in the Chair. 

Among the gentlemen also present, were Philip Salomons, Esq., 
Vice-President, Sir Moses Montefiore, Bart., Alderman Salo- 
mons, D. M. Samuel, S. Samuel, F. H. Goldsmid, F. D. Goldsmid, 
H. De Castro, S. L. de Symons, and Alfred Davis, Esqs.; Major 
Moore; B.S. Hall, D. Q. Henriques, Henry H. Cohen, Samuel 
Moses, Henry Faudel, and Lewis Jacobs, Esqs., etc., ete. 

Grace having been said by the Rev. M. H. Myers, of the Great 
Synagogue, in a most effective manner, and the cloth removed, 

The Chairman, in proposing the health of the Queen, said, that 
we ought to congratulate ourselves upon living under a consti- 
- tution having at its head a lady who, by her virtues, had endeared 
herself to her subjects; and that, while all the rest of Europe 
was in a chaos of revolution, and consequently suffering under a 
stagnation of trade, this country had, by her admirable institu- 
tions, been enabled to weather the storm. The Chairman then 
proposed “ Long life to her Majesty,” which toast, as well as the 
succeeding one of his “ Royal Highness Prince Albert, the Queen 
Dowager, and the rest of the Royal Family,” were given, and 


responded to with the usual loyal demonstrations, The Chairman | 


proposed the Army and Navy, to whom we are indebted for the 
preservation of our lives and liberties. 

Maior Moore returned thanks. 

The children educated in the schools were then introduced, and 
a little girl (Rachel Levy, aged nine years) recited a beautiful 
English ode, composed, as usual, by Sampson Samuel, Esq. 
Lewis Phillips, a lad ten years of age, then recited a Hebrew ode, 
being the production of the late veteran of Hebrew literature, 
Michael Josephs, Esq. 

Sir Anthony de Rothschild gave, ‘* Success to the Jews’ Free 
Schools,” and said, that having for two years paid great attention 
to the establishment, he had seen, in conjunction with others, 
what it was to give education to the poor; for they all found that, 
by giving them education, they implanted in their early minds a 
love for religion and morality (cheers). The committee, tor the 
purpose of making the education received in that establishment 
more efficient, had completely changed the system hitherto adopted, 
and he was happy to say that their exertions had not been in vain, 
for the parents acknowledged the benefits to be derived from the 
improved system introduced, by sending their children in increased 
numbers to the schools, and he trusted that the time was not far 
distant when they would be enabled to find accommodation for 
1,069 children. He hoped that the friends of education would 
do their duty by assisting them in their endeavours, and he was 
quite certain that the children they then beheld would be grateful 
by doing their duty to the Institution (prolonged applause). | 

The children having retired, Mr. Alderman Salomons said, that 
the privilege of proposing the health of the worthy President of 
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the Institution, Sir Anthony de Rothschild, Bart., had been con- 
fided to his feeble care. It was always difficult to speak of a 
man’s good deeds in his presence ; but truth is truth, and when an 
individual does his duty, he has a right to have justice done him. 


And Sir Anthony had done his duty, and was therefore entitled to — 


their thanks ; for a President more zealous in the cause of educa- 
tion they never had. The meeting could have no idea of the time 
spent by him in order to make the Institution truly efficient, but 
they all knew that he accepted the office of President with a deter- 
mination that, in his hands, it should not be a sinecure (cheers) ; 
and happy was it for their community, that a gentleman holding 
the high position which their President did, used that power for 
the benefit of the human race. The toast was drunk with the 
utmost enthusiasm (cheers). 

_Sir Anthony de Rothschild returned thanks, and said, that 
since he had been President he had devoted all the time in his 
power in aid of the Institution, but he could not refrain from 
saying that he had been most ably seconded by their worthy Vice- 


President and the gentlemen of the committee, as also by their . 


indefatigable treasurers. They had heard of the great quantity of 
gold in California ; he trusted that some of it would be there that 
evening in aid of the funds. They might rely on him, that he 
would not relax in his exertions to extend the blessings of educa- 
tion among their poor brethren (cheers). 

The Chairman then proposed the health of Philip Salomons, Esq.., 
Vice-President. Mr. Salomons was entitled to their thanks, for 
when many had declined to accept the office, he, when applied to, 
accepted the office without the least hesitation (cheers). 

Mr. P, Salomons returned thanks. They might rely that, having 
accepted the office of Vice-President, he would use every endeavour 
to render efficient. assistance to their worthy President in the 
spreading of knowledge among the children of the poor (cheers). 


I’. H. Goldsmid, Esq., in proposing ‘ the Visitors,” said that he 


was happy to say that the difficulties which once beset the Insti- 
tution had been overcome. The popular prejudice against extending 


the blessing of education among the poor had been dispelled. The 


question was not now, Should education be restricted, but Who 
dare restrict education? We have overcome the notion that “a 
little learning is a dangerous thing,” and to know that no learning at 
all is more dangerous still. We had also overcome the notion 


that the poor would not appreciate education; the additional 


number of children attending the schools since the introduction of 


the new system sufficiently attested to that fact; and there is a 
doubt whether the building will be sufficient to accommodate all! 
the children who will yet receive education within its walls (cheers) 


Another good was effected by these institutions, viz., the bringing _ 


together, on neutral ground, of persons of different opinions. 
Here the Jew and the Gentile might be seen, vieing together in 
the noble cause of charity. and of education. 
a neighbouring nation were best arrested by education; and had 
they been better educated, there would have been less misfortunes 
than had been lately witnessed in that land. All were, therefore, 
interested in the spread of education, the parent of order (ap- 
plause). 

Mr. B. S. Hill returned thanks. When he considered the 
disabilities under which the Jews still laboured, he was astonished 
at the great amount of good they were still enabled to effect. He 
hoped that the barriers which still impeded their en:rance into 
Parliament would soon be removed, at which no Christian would 
more sincerely rejoice than himself (cheers). | 

The Corporation of the City of London, was next given. 

Mr. Alderman Salomons returned thanks. It was most flatter- 
ing to him to have his name associated with the first corporation 
in the world. He need not remind them of the struggle to throw 
open the portals of the corporation to persons of the Jewish 
creed ; they had, however, taken a step in advance, and every step 
in advance is a gain. He knew not why any Briton should be 
denied civil privileges on account of his religious opinions — they 
were between a man and his Creator, with which his fellow-man 
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would thereby disarm all opposition. 
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: 


had no concern (cheers). He, however, doubted not that by 
perseverance they should ultimately overcome all obstacles. Let 
them forget former injuries ; let not “the shadow of a shade” of the 
remembrance of former wrongs remain on their mind, for they 
He was happy that the 
manner in which he had performed his arduous duties had 
met with their approbation ; and it would ever be a satisfaction 
to him that he was supported by their good opinion and sympathy. 
(cheers). The worthy Alderman then, amidst the cheers of the 
company, proposed, “ Health and long life to the Baroness N. M. 
De Rothschild,” on whom he passed a warm eulogium for her 
munificent acts of charity. 

Sir Anthony Rothschild returned thanks on behalf of his illus- 
trious mother, who, he said, was only happy when in the act of 
doing good to her less fortunate fellow creatures. (cheers. ) 

Major Moore then proposed the health of Sir Moses Monte- 
fiore; and said, he was happy to state, that the lad who some 


‘wears since was entered at Christ's Hospital through the instru- 


mentality of that distinguished philanthropist, had, but two days 
since, passed the examination as senior Grecian,* by which he 
became entitled to an exhibition at Cambridge (cheers). 


Prior to this toast having been given, Sir Moses had retired, 


and was consequently prevented from returning thanks. 

Mr. De Castro said, they had all heard the beautiful Hebrew 
Ode recited that evening, which was annually the task of their 
talented and valued friend, Michael Josephs, Esq. When he 
(Mr. D.) left his home, the hand of death was upon that man ; 
hut could he see what was passing at that assembly, he would be 
satisfied that the Jews’ Free School had not forgotten their 
friend. Mr. De Castro then proposed a speedy restoration to 
health of Mr. Michael Josephs. ‘The whole company joined in 
the hope that his life might. be spared. 

Mr. De Castro also proposed the health of those friends of 
education, Sampson Samucl and B. Van Oven, Esquires, who 
were absent through domestic losses ; in which the company 
cordially joined. 

The President next proposed the health of the Treasurers, S. L. 
De Symons, and Alfred Davis, Esqrs. 

Mr. De Symons returned thanks, and said, that he thought 
he should be considered one of the best orators of the evening 
when he stated that the donations amounted to nearly 600/. 
(cheers). They might depend on his colleague and himself doing 
their duty, in which they could not fail under the command 
of so able. a captain as their worthy President. 

The President proposed The Stewards”’ and The Committee,” 
which were severally responded to; the health of the Ladies closed 
the proceedings, and the company separated. 


Lo the Lditor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 140.) 


Reaper! hast thou ever conceived what an appearance Nature 
would make, abandoned to the mere impluse of matter ? 

Clouds, obedient to the laws of gravity, would fall perpendicuiarly 
upon the earth,'and we should soon find our atmosphere too dense 
or too rarified for the organs of respiration. 

The Moon, either too near or too distant, ould be alternately visi- 
ble and invisible, look murky and covered with enormois spots, or 
alone fill the whole celestial conclave with her disproportionate orb. 
Seized, as it were, with a sort of frenzy, she would rush along an 
uninterrupted line of eclipse, or rolling from side to side, expose the 
other face, which the earth has never yet beheld, | 

The Stars would appear under the influence of the same caprice ; 
and nothing be seen but a succession of preposterous and tremendous 
conjunctions, 


One of the Summer Signs would suddenly be overtaken by one of the 


* It will be in the recollection of our readers, that some few years since, 
‘ir Moses on his voyage to Ramsgate on board a steamer, had his sympathy 
excited by the father of the lad throwing himself into the sea from the 
same boat. In order to benefit the lad, Sir Moses became a Governor of 
Christ’s Hospital, and gave him his presentation, and hence the happy result. 


ry 


Signs of Winter; and the Lion would roar in Aquarius. Here, the 
stars would dart along with the rapidity, of lightning — there, be sug. 
pended and motionless: now, crouching together in groups, they would 
form new galaxies, and then disappearing at once, would rend the 
curtains of the World, and expose to view the secrets of Nature ang 
the abysses of Eternity. naa 

Nothing but the great Almighty’s presence preserves and supports 
all the various parts of Creation in unison, and gives energy and effect 
to that mysterious agency which connects, consolidates, and binds 
them into one vast comprehensive whole. It is the strength of His 
unseen arm which hangs them upon nothing, 
and by which they perpetually ‘circulate as on invisible springs, 
His power protects and upholds them in their respective situations, and 
enables them to sustain their relative positions with propriety. 

Tt is by the breath of His mouth that the whole beautiful assemblage 
of shining worlds exists ; and when He, in his wisdom, shall think fit 
to withdraw it, they must become extinct. 3 

What then is the spacious and magnificent Creation but an expressive 
and majestic representation of His infinite power and exuberant love, 
who surveyed every thing he had made with complacency, and declared 
7X2 21 TI, and behold it was very good ? 

Is not immeasurable space crowded with columns to the honour of 
the Divine Artist? These are one and all inscribed to his name, 
and illustrate the excellence of his perfection, and perpetuate his 
praise. "The vast canopy of Heaven may be considered more particu- 
larly as an immense area, where the matchless wonders of his skill and 
contrivance mark the eternal exhibition, through all their spheres and > 
evolutions, before an intelligent and astonished universe. 

A variety of Worlds, exceeding all comprehension in number and 
magnitude, in which our terrestrial globe is but an atom, are stationary 
in their order, destiny, and rotation. When, therefore, we seriously 
reflect how the Great Creator of all things hath placed and balanced 
our earth in the midst of the air, and the universe, as it were, in the 
midst of nothing — how he hath suspended for so many important 
uses those glorious lights of heaven, the Sun, the Moon, and the Stars, 
and made paths in the sky for their courses — instituted the regular 
circle of the seasons, Summer and Winter, Seed-time and Harvest— 
how he has furnished our earth with inhabitants, and rendered it fertile 
for their sustenance and every other accommodation ; and laid the Sea 
in heaps, that though it may overlook, yet it cannot overflow the land. 
Who can possibly doubt the exceeding greatness of his power, the 
infinite resources of his wisdom, the plenitude of his goodness, and the 
bounty of his providence ? | 


By the late convulsions in the political and moral world, reserved 


- for these last times, the minds of men, for the most part, have been 


strangely staggered and confounded. All that is respectable in society, 
venerable in virtue, or interesting in religion is now avowedly vio- 
lated! An evil spirit of atheistical bigotry, clothed with a temerity 
indicating more or less of mental derangement, commands a most un- 
accountable ascendancy, even in popular opinion. Dogmas and paras 
doxes which our forefathers of old treated with indignity and abhorrence, 
are actually become the creed of the vulgar! It is the monstrous 
spawn of a philosophy, the opprobrium of modern literature and sc’- 
ence, and the pitiful engine by which Infidelity and Impiety would 
exterminate Divine Revelation. These crude agents of Reform, like 
the fabled giants of old, would scale the Heavens, and at one blow 
annihilate the whole spiritual world ! | 7 
Their maxim is, to credit nothing beyond their senses, without either 
calculating the magnitude of what challenges assent, or the extent even 
of our sensible faculties. Alli nature is to them an inexplicable enigma, 
and they insist on plunging into this unfathomable abyss without in- | 
terruption! This pestilent infatuation hath seized the lowest as well 
as the highest; and reduces the ignorant and the enlightened,—the 
clown and the philosopher,—to one sordid and ignoble level ; and they 


7 who formerly shrunk from the requisitions of piety only, and deemed 


revelation as priestcraft, with vulgar wit can now boldly ridicule even 
the belief of a God, and laugh at the idea of a world to come. 

This dereliction of principle, and this disposition towards apostasy 
from the religion of our holy and merciful Father in Heaven, and 
which religion is in accordance with nature itself, and the reasonable 
faculties of the human mind—that we should imagine it would arouse 
in its defence some of the able champions of truth. With such barriers 
against the tide of irreligion as now seems to rage in certain quar- 
ters, and assaults whatever is sacred, we should establish such embank- 
ments as may repel its accumulated violence; and we know nob, 
in detecting, opposing, and defeating the adversaries of true faith, 
where to take our stand on firmer ground than on the well-constructed, 
solid, and deep foundation of Divine Revelation. _ 


To give science its proper direction, and to lead the attentive observer 


° 
* 
% 
| 
| 
| 
i | 
A 
| 
| 
| 
i 
i 
| 
gee 


— 


“through Nature up to N ature’s God,” is the object of this and the 
subsequent humble treatises. Perhaps no better apology can be 
assigned for prefixing so pompous a title to a work SO Insignificant 
than that our language affords no word more appropriate to the writer’s 
conception of his own design; and no one can regret more sincerely 
than he does, that his purpose is not more ably, more happily, and 
more perfectly executed. He confides, however, in the candour and 
mercy of his readers to forgive the imperfections of his honest labours 
for their improvement, and he hopes they will accept his best wishes 
that what is meant well may be well received, and that his weak 
endeavours to serve them may not only please but profit. 


H. A. Henry. 


JERUSALEM. 


The interest at present excited among the Jewish people, by 
the heart-stirring address delivered by judge Noah, in reference 
to Judea, as reported in your last paper, has induced me to sub- 
mit the following extract from a letter addressed to me by that 


learned and respected man, S. Abraham’s, Esq., of New York, 


now in the Holy City. 


D. Myers. 


Jt rusal, iN, 22nd Decemb: D609, 1s tS. 

Most worthy and respected Friend,—l take my pen in hand to perform a 
promise voluntarily made while under your hospitable roof, viz., to write to 
you from the Holy City (may it be speedily rebuilt). 

I arrived here on the 18th Dec., after a most fatiguing ride on horseback 
of seven days: the city itself contains but little to repay the trouble and 
fatigue of the Israelite who comes, alas! to see the remains of his fore- 
fathers’ greatness, and to weep over the recollection of his oppressions and 
privations. The western wall of the temple, or a great part of it, remains 
almost as perfect as the day it was erected. The eastern and southern foun- 
dations are also in good state of preservation; the size of the stones used in 
the construction is immense, many of them being /f/feew Jeet long and large 
in proportion; the eastern part has become more exposed by the gradual 
washing away of the earth towards the valley which is towards Mount 
Olives, where the tomb of Absolom the son of King David is placed, which 
is also in good state of preservation. 

The number of our people in the Holy City is about five thousand, most 
of them in a very abject and impoverished state; this number is much larger 
than has been here, at any one time, for many years. The causes of the 
great poverty .are various; first, there is no business to-be done here, 
secondly, there are large numbers of old pious men and women, who come here 
- tofinish their days, and reposein w7p M27N (holy ground ), this classis numerous. 
Thirdly, the dearness of the necessities of life; it may perhaps astonish you, 
as it did me; yet provisiens are as dear here as at New York. Fourthly, 
the large number of sick, and above all the very many who are blind of one 
or both eyes, among our people; both old and young, oné out of ‘every 
three have deseased eyes. -Another cause of trouble is, they have no hospi- 
tal to go to, except the one belonging to the Engiish Missionaries, which to 
the pious Israelite is worse than death itseli. : 

There is a physician here, paid partially by Sir Moses Montifiore, but he 
finds it almost impossible to do good, as the people have not the power to 
follow his directions from want of means. The principal thing now requl- 
site is, an alins house with a hospital attached; an establishment like this would 
not cost much here. All the ovnm (Jews) of the city live upon the charity 
of their brethren (y>x> yn) in Europe. Another thing which strikes the 
stranger is the immense excavations out of solid rocks, for the purpose of 
burial, these extend for many miles under ground, and are made into 
different apartments for the reception of the illustrious dead. It is a very 
affecting scene to go to the western wall of the temple, particularly on 
Friday, to see the old and pious assemble there, and pour out their inmost 


soul in prayer for the rebuilding of that house, whose ruins they are now | 


beholding; for these small privileges the Turks exact a large sum year! y 
of these poor and oppressed people. Thus, my dear friend, I have given 
you a rough outline of the Holy City and its impoverished inhabitants; a more 
detailed account shall you receive when, please God, I next have the pleasure 


of seein . That every happiness may attend you is the wish of your 
friend, SimMEON ABRAHAMS, 


Please make my kindest regards to Mrs. Myers and family, also to Mrs. 
Myers’s father in London; above all do not forget to remember me to our 
mutual friend, that erudite schoiar, that good and pure hearted Israelite, 
the Rev. D. M. Isaacs. And let me tell you that after seeing all the great 
men in America, and most of them in Europe, the equal of our distinguished 
friend is not to be found; he is in fact 72 77K (one distinguished in his 
generation), and I almost envy your situation in residing in the same city 
with him. My paper is too short, so I must finish. Peace to you and 


them. 8A: 


To Mr. Daniel Myers, ) 
Lord Street, Liverpool. . 


JEWISH CHRONICLE. 


To the Editor of the Geriah Chronicle. 


Sir,—Having read in your valuable journal the report of the 
sermon delivered by the Kev. the Chief Rabbi, in the Sephardim 
Synagogue, and also of the banquet given on the occasion, I judge, 
from the speeches made, that the reverend Doctor, as well as the 
wardens of the congregations, are desirous of amalgamating the now- 
called Portuguese and German congregations into one Anglo-Jewish 
community. I wonder, however, at your silence on this subject, and 
that you do not appear to attach to this event the importance which 
it deserves, inasmuch as it will lay the foundation for that reform in 
our ritual service which is so urgent, and as the champion of which 
you have so often stood forward in the columns of your popular 
journal, | : 

Allow me, therefore, Mr. Editor, to offer you my humble opinion en 
the subject, leaving the insertion thereof to your sense of Impartiality. 

If my expectations have not become too sanguine from a long- 
nourished and sincere desire for the spiritual welfare of my English 
co-religionists, I see, in the contemplated unity of parties who were 
for so long a period separated, the surest foundation and the eafeet 
basis for improving the cuLtvs, for correcting deep-rooted abuses, for 
abolishing superstitious customs, for facilitating matters involved in 
difficulties ; but chiefly, for doing away with the (so-called) prayers 
which have been smuggled into the German ritual during periods of 
darkness and persecution. Some of these “ prayers x are ridiculous 
nonsense, some are rendered superfluous, or rather inapplicable to the 
present age, on account of the great political changes which have 
occurred in the world since their introduction; some of them an 
untrue, and some are—I suppress the harsh word on my lips——con- 
trary to holiness and praise. Let me mention some of them :—~ 

1. The 0179 x prayer of Monday and Thursday. 

2. The on7 ax on Sabbath. Both tend to imbue the mind with 
vindictiveness, malice, and other immoral sentiments. 

3. The ord of o Spy mem); the author of which labours hard to 
prove how many drops of water the great ocean contains. 1 think, 
without disputing his geometrical knowledge, that such calculations 
are unfit for prayer. : 

4. The ord of mmav, the author of which tells us that "20" ™ (the 
lights of dedication), and m2 xxp> (the reading of the Book of 
i’sther), belong to the 277 (613) commandments. Need I shew the 
untruth of this assertion ? | 

5. The o> of the ow: and Sv (prayer for rain and dew on Pente- 
cost and Tabernacle), which is inapplicable to the European climat: 

6. The before (blowing of the trumpet on New 
Year's Day); in which numerous angels are mentioned and invoked, 
as attendants on, and in the service of the Almighty; some as. the 
key and door-keepers, some as the mediators between God and man— 
notions foreign and contrary to the spirit of the Jewish religion, ae 
denying the omnipotence and omniscience of the Supreme Ruler. 
Can we, after admitting such superstition into our prayers, wonder at 
the introduction of doctrines into other creeds, which reason and 
common sense deny? 


If you require authority for my statements, I refer you to the 


well-known opinions of: Maimonides, Aben Ezra, Kimchi, &e.. on 
this subject , and I can assure you, from personal knowledge, that 


‘the late lamented Rabbi, Akiba Eiger, of Posen, as well as the great 


Rabbi of Lissa (known in the literary world by the name rym, 


both acknowledged as the greatest luminaries in Rabbimeal lore of 


this century, never wasted their time and devotion on these Dore or 
mosy. I may state, as a fact, that the former Rabbi (the pious 
Eiger) has, thirty years ago, abolished and prohibited the above- 
mentioned between I was, therefore, pot a little 
surprised, when I observed the seriousness and devotion of our 
venerable Rabbi during the aforementioned P™xy of Dope Mens. 

I have heard various opinions expressed about the Chief Rabbi's 
anxiety for the Rabbinical Chair of the Sephardim. Some think it 
ambition, some avarice, and some fear of a rival. But, being guided 
by the lesson in the Proverbs 7y> Ww Sy worn Se (do not think evil of 
thy neighbour), I dismiss all these opinions and charges of meanness 
and self, which are incompatible with the title of Chief Rabbi and 
Doctor of Philosophy. On the contrary, my confidence in the high- 
mindedness of the Doctor’s character, tells me that the Chief Rabbi's 
ambition is made of sterner stuff, and that the object of his endeavour 
is to fulfil the promise, as in duty bound, made in his inaugural 


sermon, in the presence of many hundred witnesses. If the perform- 


ance of these promises has not taken place yet, I may adduce, in the 
defence of the reverend Doctor, that he had no notion, at that time, 
of the indifference and apathy among his flock, particularly , 
the money aristocracy, who are unhappily led by a few friends, who 
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consider themselves so pious and so learned, that they look even upon 
their Pastor with suspicious eyes. Hence the reverend Doctor's post- 
ponement of his reform measures, to avoid collision and discord. a 
Returning to my hopes of the intended union, I fear that the Chief 
Rabbi will be prevented by the Divine injunction, 029 7 OTK WN (ONE 
law shall be unto you), from saying to one, “ You dare not eat rice or 
yeas on Passover,” whilst he must allow the same to the other. Nor 
can he tell the German congregation, ‘* You are bound to read all the 
fictitious prayers,” whilst the Sephardim congregation expect their 
salvation without reading them. Unity, I conclude, will therefore be 
the best means to effect reform, and I trust you will lend your 
powerful pen to promote it. eer 
Much, very much indeed, must be done, to sustain our religion 1n its 
primitive purity. But we know what must be done. Eradicate 
superstition, suppress bigotry, keep the present advancement of the 
age in view. And if the reverend Pastor dreads suspicion, and 
cannot convince the superstitious of his pious intentions, it behoves 
the wardens and committees of the congregations to come forward, 
energetically demanding the necessary reforms from their spiritual 
guide, relying for support upon the public at large, who will be 
guided by the Rabbinical dogma, 395 23 PR OT. 
(where the profanation of God’s name is involved, we need not pay 
honour to the Rabbi) ; and who will manifest their conviction that the 
abolition of unmeaning ceremonies and shallow ‘ prayers,” opposed 


to the pure essence of Judaism, is not pulling down, but upholding the . 


structure of our holy religion. 
I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 
| my> wT 
A Member of the German Congregation, who seeks 
the welfare of his people. 
To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 

Sir,—From your report of the banquet given by Sir Moses Monte- 
fiore, it appears that our worthy Alderman, Mr. Salomons, laboured 
under a great mistake, as to the electionof the Rev. Dr. Adler to the 
office of Chief Rabbi. The Alderman says, of the reverend gentleman, 
‘** He has been elected by ‘ Universal Suffrage.’” Llow can that be, 
when the Seat-holders had no vote at the election? I think that the 
Alderman is so strongly impressed, with the right of ‘: Universal 
Suffrage,”” and the necessity for its introduction, that his wish was 
father to the thought. I hope that the liberal-minded Alderman will, 
ere long, take such steps as will make *“ Universal Suffrage ” a general 
privilege in the election of officers in our community. 

I am, Sir, yours obediently, | 
A SEAT-OLOER IN THE Dukn’s Pracr :0GuE, 


T 0 this of the righ / POV ae 


- 


Sir,— Will you allow me to correct an error in the outline you have 
given of the:lecture delivered by the Rev. Dr. Adler in the Sephardim 
Synagogue, and printed in your valuable number (152) of last week. 
It is not in the first part (Unity of Religion), but in the third part 
(Unity in History), that the reverend lecturer mentioned Maimonides 
and Rashi, Manassch Ben Israel and Mendelssohn; and he did not 
use the the words, ‘* You have your Maimonides, we have our 
Rashi, ete. 3° but, in the third part (Unity in History), the reverend 
lecturer said, * As.the calamity of one is felt by all, likewise the 
lustre of one shines upon all, and it matters not whether Maimonides 
was yours and Kashi ours, etc.; the one belongs to all, and all belong 
to hun :” and concluded, * that even in our period, when a member 
of your own community (alluding to Sir Moses) offered his assistance 
to Damascus, as well as to. the Polish brethren, the history will tell 
us that he belongs to all. and all to him.” 

Trusting that you will tind this correct, and rectify the error, 

I remain, Sir, vour obedient servant, 


I}. 
pis? vow /3 


Zo the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 

Sir,— Will you permit me to ask, why at a period like this— 
assuredly an epoch in our national history; when after, I hope 
gratefully, recognizing, in the gradual amelioration of our condition 
throughout the world, one sign; and now that, after a lapse of 
eighteen centuries, through the merey of the “ Supreme,” we are 


again permitted to build an acknowledged house to our God, | 


where once the ever-burning sacrifice was long since quenched in 
the biood of our ancestors, behold another sign that a portion 
of our punishment is mitigated, and that we may ogain be per- 


mitted publicly to pray and address thanksgivings to Zion's Goq 
from Zion’s Mount ;—why, I ask, are the Jews of Great Britain 
thus supine? Has not Judge Noah’s trumpet-tongued appeal 
been sufficient to arouse our spirit of religious nationality ? Surely 
every Jew should feel, in sending his free-will offering towards 
the erection of a place of worship in Jerusalem, whether much o; 
little, that he is avowing his hope of a future glorious heritage 
for his children in the land of his fathers, in God’s own time. 
How is it, then, that there is no regularly appointed committee 
for this purpose? Contrast our apathy with the following occur. 
rence:—In the course of conversation last week with a Christian 
friend, upon my simply mentioning the fact, he immediately cx. 
claimed, ‘‘ Would you permit me the privilege and honour of giving 
you a guinea towards it ;” and at once placed the money in my 
hands, and which I shall have great pleasure, with a similar 
donation from myself, in forwarding to any parties authorised to 
receive it. 
I remain, dear Sir, yours truly, 
ABRAHAM Mose ty. 
Park-street, Bristol, February 6, 1849. 


Discourse at THE Bricuton SynacocvE.—Yesterday 4 


‘the Rev. M. P. Levy delivered a very excellent diseourse on the 


“ Sioens of the Times,” particularly in reference to the recent act 
of toleration of the Sultan of Turkey, giving permission to our 
brethren in the Holy Land to build a Synagogue in Jerusalem. 
He commenced with an appropriate text from Isaiah, chap. Ixxii, 
v. 1, and stated in his introductory remarks, that the subject had 
been suggested to his mind by reading the able address of Judge 
Noah, of New York, as repeated in the Jewish Chronicle. The 
discourse was historical and argumentative, and excited the most 
profound attention of the congregation, amongst whom were the 
illustrious and pious Sir M. Montefiore and his lady, M. Almos- 
nino, Esq. (of Paris), and other strangers. The learned Lecturer 
painted in vivid colours, the social and spiritual sufferings of our 
brethren in every land, and in particular the aggravated misery 
of those of Jerusalem—urged upon his hearers more favourably 
situated to contribute their mite to the completion of such a hal- 
lowed undertaking, as by so doing they would shew their sincerity 
when reciting the daily pravers for our national restoration; they - 
would then indeed attend to the “ Segns of the Times,” and, by co- 
operating in the pious work, prove that they were grateful to Ged 
for their own more propitious position, and shew themselves full 
of sympathy for their brethren at Jerusalem, who had borne with 
privations and sufferings for conscience sake.—(From a Corres- 
pendent.) Feb. Lith, 5609. 


PHILANTHROPIC Society. — This charity, which bestows 13/, 
per annum upon each of a given number of distressed widows, has 
advertised a concert in aid of its funds, to take place at Exeter 
Hall (vide Advertisement). We need not eall on the benevo- 
lent to come forward on the occasion, for certain we are that no 


one will hold back when the widow and the orphan cries for 
assistance. | 


Jews’ (AND GENERAL) Mecnanics’ AtuENZUM.— On Fri- 
day evening, the 26th ult., Mr. A. B. Stevens delivered a second 
lecture ‘On the Wars of England” from the Revolution of 1688, 
to the Peace of 1815. The talented lecturer, who was listened, 
to with the utmost attention by a crowded audience, showed the 
evils of war, and its enormous expense, with all the misery attend- 
ing in its train. The worthy lecturer was repeatedly cheered 
during the delivery of his soul-stirring address, which we regte: 
our limited space prevents us from fully reporting. 


Boarp or Deputirs.—Ata meeting of the board on Wed- 


nesday the 7th inst., a letter was read from the President of the 
Yehedim (seat-holders) of the Sephardim Synagogue, expressive 
of tie thanks of the Yehedim for the report of their proceedings, 
and also containing a vote of confidence in the board. The com- 
munication also called the attention of the Board of Deputies t0 


the new marriage bill, i: troduced into the House of Commons; i? 
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very exertion mi | : | | 
order ae sidan, fait tien eat _o securing for the Jews || country, will admit that ho is indebted to Michael Josephs for his first introdue- 
the privileg lag ing to the Jewish laws. | tion into respectable society, and to the patronage of the leading men. The 


aie | excellency of his judgment was so universally acknowledged, that his recoramen- 
Sussex Hati.—On Wednesday evening last the Rev. Dr. dation had the desired effect. Among those who are deeply indebted to him, 


Raphall delivered the first of a series of lectures on the Post- (though they may not all be ready to acknowledge it), are the Revs. Mesers. 
Biblical History of the Jews. The theatre was both numerously Isaacs, Henry, Ascher, Marks, and Loewy ; Drs. Loewe, Benisch, and Brann ; 
and respectably attended, Many Christian clergymen were pre- Messrs. Frankel, Goldberg, the late J. Lindenthal, and a host of literary men, 


; our humble selves included. His house was indeed. as observed in an e's gy 
sent. The reverend Doctor, both on his entrance, and during the || written by the learned Mr. Dukes, m5 ms, “ open to enlargement.”” The 


delivery of his talented and soul-stirring lecture, was greeted with poor oppressed foreigner was never turned away from his door with the disheart- 

the enthusiastic cheers of the audience. We shall give an ample || "4 “not at home,” or “engaged;” or the cruel “’tis no use coming here.” 

report in our next. Sir Moses and Lady Montefiore honoured nd sing: 
‘ ‘nh pocket, nor fatigued trom inducing others to give, 

the lecture with their presence. | To write a full necrologue of Mr. Michael Josephs, and to do his numerous 

THE OBJECT OF EpUCATION.—The aim of education should good qualities full justice, would take up more than one number of our Chron:- 

be to teach us rather how to think than what bn think —-. rather cle, as what we have said falls greatly short of the extent of his learning and kind- 


‘ heartedness. Alas, the Jewish community, not only of Britain, bat of the world 
to improve our minds, so as to enable us to think for ourselves, have lost one of its brightest ornaments. That of Britain, however, more than 


than to load the memory with the thoughts of other men.— others, from the scantiness of men to replace him in his attachment to and en- 


Beattie. couragement of Jewish talent. His loss will be severely feit by many who were 
‘ sustained by his own contributions and his recommendations, 
WomMEN are the Corinthian pillars that adorn and support We hear that the venerable deceased maintained his full intellect to the 9 


society ; the institutions that protect women throw a shield around || [+ 2% he was observed to join in the last prayer. Shortly before his death 


he called his sons (whom he had giver uperior education), and enjomed 

; and where wome a bis sons (wh e had given a sup \jorne 4 
arg ’ ot hy SR and children are provided for, man them to continue the pensions which he had allowed to several literary character. a 
must be tytn fas In Mis rig ts. His funeral, which took place on Monday last, was attended by the most respected zy 
seulion —_ and: intelligent Jews in the metropolis. The absence of a funeral oration over 


OBITUARY his remains (such as was delivered, it will be recollected, at the faneral of the late | 
lamented Isaac Cohen, Esq.), was tiuch noticed, and keenly felt by the numeteus 
DIED, on the night of the Inst., Michael Josephs, Esq. The deceased was friends and ndimirers of the deceased, Many exclaimed, “pr 72 
born on the Sth Oct., 1103; and was, therefore, in his 86th year. He was a (Shall Joseph die like a fool dieth)? and-‘we ourselves concluded the paaage, | — § 
native of Konigsberg, which he left in his 13th year for Berlin, where he attended which may perhaps explain the absence of an oration x5 TOI ATvoR oi al 
the Talmudical Colleges (RIw), according to the then prevailing custom. His won onwmd> “Thy hands were not bound, nor thy feet put into fetters.” Ho 
natural talent and general bearing gained for him the patronage of the Chief spoke the truth ag it was in his heart. His able “ ritings and his good dees, : 
Rabbi of Berlin, father of the late Rev. Solomon Hirschell, and who had also however, which are immortal, will be a more eloquent funeral oration than any . § 
filled the office of Chief Rabbi in Great Britain. Having, however, not confined 
his studies to Rabbinical literature, but devoted his abilities also to the acquirement 
of modern literature, he was introduced to the great Moses Mendelssohn, whom } 
he was allowed to visit, and by whose advice he arranged the method of his future ELEGY ON THE LATE MICHAEL JOSEPHS, ESQ. . = 
studies, In-the year 178l,he repaired to London, where his knowledge and 7 
aifability soon brought him into connection with the most respectable houses in the | 
Jewish community, by whom he was much esteemed, 
Aithough he was engaged in commercial pursuits, his attachment to the Hebrew : PP (> “> lat | 
literature never abated; and he still kept up a correspondence with the most || | \ | } 


celebrated literati of this century, as the great David Friedlander, the poet; Salem 
Cohen, Isaac Kichel, J. Muir, Ke. He also occasionally contributed to the 9549 MAD MWS ‘DOWN’ py? MII 
learned Hebrew. periodicals of various epochs, as DID ws, Ke. His 


poetical efusions and essays also enriched the columns of the Anglo-Jewish 33.739 


By Leorotp DuKeEs. 


eriodicals,as the Hebrew Revicw, Voice of Jucoh, and our own journal, unde 4 
Finding that the education of the Jewish poor had been much neglected, he, | . * 
conjunction with the late Chief Rabbi, Dr. van Oven, and Mr. Isaac Levi, MOINA by 
established the Jews’ Free School—which commenced operations in the year 1818, JAN by 


and which institution became the darling object of his solicitudo; anid the active 
~ zeal he manifested in its progress is well known to his surviving colleagues on 


tlre Educational Committee. He not only paid frequent visits to the school, ITSP? WIN TW ON AND 
a thorough pedagogical knowledge, but he also invited to his house those pupis ; “ 

in whom he discovered good capacities, gave them free access to his valuable | 


library, and by that urbane and agrecable manner which distinguished his con- 
versation, succeeded in kindling in their youthful minds a spark of that vivid 


lignt of Hebrew literature which burnt within him, and never was extinguished, IOSN 
He was also a life governor of the Jews’ ‘young MSN | 
he frequently examined. The Hebrew odes recited at the anniversanes of the . 
Jews’ School were composed by him, from the first anniversary to the one | 33) 
celebrated but one day before his death. being complimented by many 35 
learned Hebraists on the happy strains of his last ode, he jocularly replied: WT MS? 
“Tt is not unlikely that, like the swan, I:have now sung my own dirge.” i 
As a Hebraist he excelled al! his contemporaries in this country ; for, though by 
there were some who surpassed him in Talmudical lore, yet his knowledge oi the 
Hebrew literature was of that versatility—his poetic style so pure —and his AY 
prose so brilliant — that we advisedly rank him the first Hebrew scholar in Great any MAB I'S) yard IPOS) 
lis style w: iat genuineness, and the tendency of that enughtened piety : 4 
Review, published at Berlin during ten years). Of his gencral intercourse it may AS? AP Mot 
well be said, myn nin Sw pon nmw, “the ordinary conversation of a wise man i. 
is instructive ??—full of sparkling wit and instructive anecdotes. As he hated 
cant and hypocrisy, the his satire were often flung, and did much 13D WE OF TW 
execution it the traders in re igion. | ia 
and charity, particularly towards men of talent. The moment he a bs ON 
generally the first whom such men visited), he took an rest 
prosperity, encouraging him by his own assistance, and by that which was 8 373? 
through his recommendation to a numerous circle of Jewish and Christian 3 
Almost every one of the literary Jewish gentlemen who have prospered in this | : ta 
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MARRIED. 


On the i4th inst., at the West London Synagogue of British Jews, 
Burton-street, Burton-crescent, by the Rev. D. W. Marks, Jacob Mocatta, 
Esq., of Endsleigh-street, Tavistock-square, to Juliana, second daughter of 
the late Benjamin Elkin, Esq., of Upper Bedford-place, Russell-square. 


DR. RAPHALL’S LECTURES. 
Jews’ and General Literary and Scientific 
Institution, 
SUSSEX HALL, LEADENHALL STREET. 
HE REV. M. J. RAPHALL, M.A., Pu.D., will deliver his Second 


Lecture on the POST-BIBLICAL HISTORY OF THE JEWS, on 
Wednesday Evening next, February 21st. 
Members Free. 


Tickets of Admission to Non-Members, 6d. each. To 
commence at Half-past Eight o'clock. 
MORRIS OPPENHEIM, 
Secretary. 


JEWS INFANT SCHOOL. 


BALL, in aid of the Funds of this Institution, will be given on Tuesday, 
the 20th of March next, at WiLxis’s Rooms, King Street, St. James’s. 


PATRONESSES. 
Mrs. H. De Castro. 
Baroness de Goldsmid. 
Mrs. F. H. Goldstmid. 
Miss Goldsmid. 

Mrs. E. E. Micholls. 


Lady Montefiore, 

Mrs. A. Montefiore. 
Lady de Rothschild. 
Mrs. Denis M: Samuel. 
Mrs. S. L. De Symons. 


STEWARDS, 
FE. Alex, Esq. 
Samuel Cohen, Esq. 
Alfred Davis, Esq. 
H. De Castro, Esq. 
Henry Faudel, Esq. 
Baron de Goldsmid. 
F. H. Goldsmid, Esq. 
A. Goldsmid, Jun., Esq. 
Augustus Goldsmid, Esq. 
Hiaimm Guedalla, 
Frederick Hart, Lsq. 


edward Jessel, Esq. 

J. A. Joseph, Esq. 

S. J. Joseph, Esq. 

Jonah Nathan, Esq. 

Octavius Phillips, Iusq. 

David Salomons, Esq. Ald. 

Reuben Salomons, Esq. 

John Sammell, Esq: 

Salomon Spyer, 

S. L. De Symons, Esq. 
Simon Waley, Esq. 

Tickets, including Refreshments, 10s. 6d. each. 


_ Application for Tickets to be made tothe Honorary Officers and Stewards, 
by whom Subscriptions and Donations will be thankfully received. 


15, South Street, Finsbury Square, WALTER JOSEPHS, 
15th Feb. 1849. Hon. Secretary. 


RELIEF FUND FOR THE JEWS AT 
| TIBERIAS. 


Amount of Contributions previously announced - 


£103.17 -:6 
Further Contributions:— 
Philip Salomons, Esq. - - PEs 
Lewis Raphael, Esq. - 
Messrs. Sylvester, Baum, and Co. - 6: 
Edinburgh ( yation 
From Synagogue Funds~— - 
Mr. P. Levy, President - 
» M. A. Levy - 
salom - - 010 O 
Davis - - - 0:10-0 
» Barrow - - 6:0 
»» otanke . 0. 5..0 
» John Barnett — - - 0-5-0 
Total Subscriptions to date - £113 17 


Western Jewish Girls’ Free school. 

)ANTED A JEWISH GOVERNESS, well qualified to instruct in the 

English Department. An elementary knowledge of Hebrew is desirable. 
Apply, by Letter, to ELLIS A, DAVIDSON, Secretary, 


10, Castle Street, Holborn. 


Cigar Mahing. 


wane respectable Boys, of the Jewish persuasion, as Apprentices: 
also Lads who have a knowledge of the Trade, and wish to be made 
perfect Journeymen will be employed, who will work with Bunch-makers. 


\ 


Brorwers, 17, Leman Street, Goodman’s Fields. 


' Just published, fep. 8vo., 4s. 6d., 
THOUGHTS AND MEDITATIONS 
IN VERSE. | 
By a Young Lady of the Hebrew Faith. 
William Pickering, 177, Piccadilly. 


EXETER HALL. 


| GRAND EVENING CONCERT! 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 26th, 1849, 
In aid of the Funds of the 


PHILANTHROPIC SOCIETY, 


FOR THE 


Relief of Distressed Widows and Families, 


VocALIsTs. 
Miss EMMA LUCOMBE, Miss DOLBY, Miss ELIZA NELSON, 
Miss REBECCA ISAACS, and Madame F. LABLACHE, 


Mr. H, PHILLIPS, Signor Fk, LABLACHE, Master SLOMAN, 
AND 


Mr. YE (the Elder), 


Pianoforte, Madame DULCKEN, Miss WOOLF (King’s Scholar, R.A.M.), 
and M, BENEDICT. 


Violin, Mons. SAINTON, 
Flute, Mr. CARTE (who will perform on Boghm’s Metal 


Flute). 


The BAND uuder the Direction of Mr. WILLY. 
Conpvuotors :—M. BENEDICT, and Mr. MAURICE DAVIES. 


Doors open at Seven, to commence at Half-past Seven o’clock precisely. 
Tickets ls. and 2s. each; Reserved Seats 48.; Stalls 7s. 
Tickets may be had of Messrs. Cramer and Co. and Addison, Regent 
Street; Keith and Prowse, Cheapside; Mr. Cahan, next door to Exeter 
Liall; of all the principal Music-sellers, and of 


SAMUEL SOLOMON, Hoy. Src. 


16, Bevis Marks, 
Where Donations and Subscriptions will be thankfully received and 


acknowledged. 


Institution for the Belicf of the Indigent 


Blind of the Jewish Persuasion. 
ESTABLISHED A.M. 5580—1819. 

T a MEETING of the COMMITTEE, held on Sunday, the 14th January, 
yi i849, at Sussex 

JOHN SOLOMON, Esq. Vice-President, in the Chair, 
It was unanimously resolved,— 

“That in consequence of the Committee not deeming it expedient to 
hold their Annual Ball, the Resolution of the 16th November last, ‘ That 
a Ball be held in aid of the funds of the Institution,’ be rescinded.” 

Resolved, ‘‘That an appeal be made to the friends of the Institution, 
through the medium of the Committee and the Public Press, for that assist- 
ance which shall enable them to meet the deficiency caused by their not 
having celebrated their Annual Ball, nor made any Collection, either last year 
or this, from the-.circumstance of having added two Pensioners, and aug- 
mented the weekly stipend. The Committee rely on the continued and 
increased co-operation of the Public, so as to be enabled, without trenching 
on the Funded Property of the Institution, fully to carry out their present 
expenditure, as well as to be enabled to receive as Pensioners of the Insti- 
tution the few remaining objects still unprovided for.” 

Donations and Subscriptions (which will be duly published) will be thank- 
fully received by Aron Solomon, Esq. President, 8, Finsbury Circus ; John 
> olomon, Esq., Vice-president, Tredegar Place, Bow Road; J oseph Lazarus, 
Esq., Treasurer, 5, Castle-street, Houndsditch; Henry Dyte, Esq., .Hono- 
rary Secretary, Hare Court, Temple ; and by 

5. SOLOMON, Secretary, 
16, Bevis Marks. 


mop Sw ows 


Just Imported, Superior Bordeaux Wines, 
IN CASKS OR BOTTLES. 


LARET of the years 1841-44; SAUTERNE of 1837. Early orders are 
most respectfully requested to be forwarded to 


J. AZUELOS, , 


to Messrs. E. Jonas AND | 


Ist Feb. 5609. 62, Bishopsgate Street Without. 


Printed for the Proprietor, Joseph Mitchell, at the Printing Office, Circus Place, London 
Wall, by John Wertheimer, of No. 1, Circus Place, London Wall, and published by 
Edward Ward, 54, Paternoster-row, and may be had, at the Jewish Chronicle Offices, 
24 & 132, Houndsditch, in the City of London. Friday, February 16, 1849. 
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